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SNO OWLS /| SKI PATROL

"_‘ Thile rummaging through my father's
¥ many boxes of memorakilia, | discov-
ered a small newspaper arficdle. The arficle is
not dated nor is the newspaper idenfified, alt
hough there is reason to believe that the news-
paper may have been The Sealtie Star.

Snow' Owl Patrol Formed at Pass

Formation of the “Snow Owil™ ski patrol for the
area east of the Summit was announced today.
Harland Eastwood will be the pairol leader and
Eil Lewin, Lee Stark and Ted Welander are
members. It wil supplement the patrol already
organized al Snogqualmie Pass and will be on
duty at tomorrows Cross Country Race.

According to Dad’s notes, the Snow Owl Ski
Club was started in 1940, although | have not
been able to verfy this date. Apparenily the pur-
pose of the group was two-fold—that of friends
skiing together and that of avgamentng the ki
Patrol at Snoqualmie Pass. Their senvices were
mostly on the slopes of Govemment Hill, near
the summit, while Dad was the head. Dad was

also a member of the National Ski Patrol. The Dd standsbeside his cabin near Snoquaimic Pass in his offi-
cisl 5ki Patrol outfit. Photo is undsted but mey be 19440,
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Orriginal 5no-Onwils insignia from 1944,

date of his cerfificate is May 20, 1940,

Mo Snow Owl membership data was found and it
is likely that no roster ever =isted. Known
members include Hadand and Catherine East
wood, Lee and Helen Stark, Ted and Kathy We
lander, Chardes and Dorothy Pennington, Bruce
(Bill}) and Mildred Lewin. Additional members
included Shigesato Okada, George and Lana
Rosenlund, wan and llee Pierson and Billy Hami-

son. Bud Easter may have also been a mem-
ber. The reason for this was that Bud Easter
was a participant of the 1941 Silver Skis race
and was listed as a member of the Snow Cwd
=ki Club. Mo otherinformation was found.

Dad started the patrol but other members were
very involved, too. This is especially true of Lee
Stark and Ted Welander. According to a 18955
Seattle Times newspaper article Lee Stark had
been active in Ski Patrol work at Snogqualmie
Pass since the mid 19305 and had just retired in
March of 1885, Ted Welander, who took over at
that time, had headed the Ski Bowd Patrol, an
ared that was closed after the 1950 season.

The author found a number of interesting aricles
among Dad’s materal. Quoting from a Decem-
ber 10, 1240 Sesitle Times newspaper was the
following.

Patrol to Rescue
Harland Eastwood and George Dow, MNational
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Ski Patrol members, got in some timely firskaid
work Sunday aternoon when they went o the
rescue of Jack Muirhead, Seattie, who had bro-
ken an ankle on a precipious slope in the
Naches Fass area.

Eastwood and Dow were getting in some lobog-
gan practice for the Ski Fairol Race ab ML
Hood, January 3, when the call came through
via the skier's grapeving thal a skier was badly
injured up on the hill

The patroiman splinted Muirhead's leg with ski
poles and maneuvered him safely down from
the steep slope where the accident occumed.

The Snow Owl Skiers were quite active and
sponsored several Ski Patrol events in the early
1840s. Details of a 1942 event was camied in an
edition of The Seattle Star.

Sunday Meet To Draw 30 Rescue Aces

Voluntarily oifering protection to the thousands
of skiduffers and over-ambitious amateurs who
fock to the hils each winter week-end, the Na-
tional Ski Patrol system has operaled for fouwr
years throughout America effectively, but with-
out fanfare.

Next Sunday some 30 of the patrolman Fom
throughout the northwest will gather at
anoqualmie FPass to demonsirate their skil at
rescue work in the second annusl Baciic North-
west Ski Fatrol contesis.

The contest is staged under the co-sponsorship
of the Sno-Owl Skiers and The Sealtle Star.

The patroliers who will lake part will be out with
their equipment not fo demonsirate ski lech-
nique or fashy schussing, but to show how ei-
fectively and rapidly they can arswer a call for
help on & snowy slope, administer the first aid
treatment that wil prevent futher ijury or ag-
gravation, and bring the victim o safely and
medical treatment.



The two man teams each have a separate prob-
lem in first aid o meet.  Starting from the fool of
the big hil south of the highway, the teams will
carry their toboggan and equipment to where a
person with simuwiated njuries will lie. Theyll
treat the injuries described in & note by judges,
and bring the injured person down by a prede-
termined route.

Flacing emphasis on first aid skil four Red
Cross experts will judge the actual treatment of
the “injured™ skier, granting 73 per cent of the
points on that phase of the contest. Handiling of
toboggan wil be judged for 15 per cent and
speed will count but 10 per cent.

The contest will start at 9 a.m., with the contest
area roped off 50 that spectators can observe
the complete event.

A followup arlicle in The Seaftle Star told about
how Snow Owl Skiers Ted Welander and Lee
Stark had won the second annual Pacific Morth-
west Ski Assodation Ski Patrol contest with a
score of 87.96 points.

Yakima 2nd In Northwest Rescue Race
BY MIKE BIRD
Tobogganing with their “victim™ down & risky
hal-inch crust of ce, Sno Owl Skiers of Sealtie

won the second annual Ski Patrol confest Sun-
day at Snogualmie Fass.

Cddly, the winning team of Ted Welander and
Lege Stark represented the host club for the
PNSA event. The duo also drew the No. 1
starting position out of a hat and had o break
trail for the other first aid outfits that shoved off
irom the purple starting flag on Government Hill
at 25-minute intervals.

Froving that @ was a realistic day for rescues,
the competiion was inferrupted twice whie ac-
tual cases—one a broken leg—were sledded
down the hil. The accidents occcurred among
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the 500 Sunday skiers and practice toboggan-
ing became the real thing.

Yakima, which won the intial championship last
winter on the slopes of M. Hood, pressed the
Sno Dwis closely.

itz NO. 2 team of John and Pat McNamara
pulied its sled skilfully up a flag-marked forest
route to the spot of the “accident,” treated and
bundled iz patient aboard the smooth bot-
tormed sled, and made a swit run down the hil
fo score a perfect 20 points for fobogganing
and elspsed time. But the Welander-Stark
combination, which lost .04 of & point on time,
gained two points over the Yakima pair on firsi
—aid skill for 68 out of & possible 80 points.

Harland Eastwood, fownament director, who
suffered a broken leg a week ago when a
schuss-boomer tried fo bump him off the moun-
tain, created a rustle of excitement when he
appeared on the hil despite his leg in a cast
He made an eloquent piea to his doctor and
was released from the hospital for a day on the
mountain. He was foastmaster at the banguet,
awarding the trophies to the championship and
runner-up teams and Spo Owl medals fo alf
competitors. The event was sponsored by the
Sno-Chwd Ski Club and The Seattle Star.

Perhaps it should be noted that Dad and George
Dow competed in the world's first Ski Patrol to-
boggan firstaid race on the slopes of M. Hood

during the winter of 1841, Unfortunately, Dad
and Mr. Dow finished well back in the competi-
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T Ski Patrol team of Bruce (Bill) Lewin, front, and Harland Eastwood Sr., back, are seen pulling their rescue toboggan up o the

scene of an injured skier.
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After arriving Bill Lewin administers first-aid to the injured skier. The special Ski Patrol rescue toboggan was designedby Bill
Lewin and Lyle St. Louis.
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After the injured skier has received first-aid she is carefully loaded on the toboggan.

The victim is then secured to the toboggan and made ready to descend the hill. Bruce “Bill* Lewin on the right.
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The Snogqualmie /Milwaukee Ski Bowl. Photo courtesy of Leland Rosenlund.

A large crowd shways gasthered to watch ski jumping competition at the Milwaukee Ski Bowl. Photo courtesy of Leland Rosen-
lund.
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Snow Owl Ski Club members from left to right: Charles and Dorothy Pennington, Harland and Catherine Eastwood and Mildred
and Bill Lewin. The photo is undated but probably 1941 and taken in front of the Eastwood ski lodge st Snoqualmie Pass.
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Ski P atrol members are unidentified except for Harland Eastwood, second from the left. It is possible that “Shig® Okada is the
man on the far left.
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Bill Lewin was Dad's brother-in-lmw and a
Oad wes hesd of the 5ki Patrol =t  Bill Lewin and Lyle 5t. Louk designed a memberof the 5ki Patrol. Photo courtesy
Snoqualmis Pass in 1940-91. speecial resoue toboggan. of Leland Rosenbund.

Membezrs of the Snow Owls Ski Club gathered often at Harland and Catherine Eastwoods skillodge. From left to right: Charles
[Penny} Pennington, Dorothy Pennington, Harland Eastwood, Mildred |Ded’s sister] Catherine Esstwood and Bruce [Bill) Lewin.

tion but did make a respectable showing. ment company. Also incuded with the arlicle
Here is a another interesting newspaper account was a nice photo of Dad.
of Dad. Chick Garrett, writing for The Seatiie Ax "Biz" Good

Times, in a February 18, 1241, edition had the

) ) ) ) Harland Eastwood, the ski patroller and manu-
following to say about Dad and his ski equip-

facturer of all ski and outdoor gadgels from
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The BWadge of Aembership of the National Ski Patrol of America
is hereby mwarded o

e HARLAMND.__EASTWOOD

in recognition of his having met the sperial requirements prescribed
by the National Ski Association and having successfully completed
the et Cross First Aid Courses.

|'"-- ' gt # A
Basarlstien

(Prrrwibond, Kattonal Skt

Dated A—‘-‘f i‘-ﬂg‘ 194 g

crampons to be siraps, reports the ice ax busi-
ness iz booming, what with the war in Europe
putting the kibosh on the reguisr supply from
Switzeriand, Germany and “ex-Ausing.”

With the demand growing for metal with which
fo manwiacture muniions, Herr Hitler probabily
gave that old school yell, ™Give them the ax,
the ax, the ax...7

Incidentally, Ski Patrolier Eastwood, accompsa-
nied by Lee Stark, Bruce Lewin and Ted We-
lander, last week completed an overnight frek
info Source Lake, that area which marks the
beginning of the South Fork of the Snogualmie,
ing belween Snogusimie Peak and Chair
Feak

Im 1242 Dad was still head of the 3ki Patrol at
Snoqualmie Summit and the Snow Owl Skiers

This old photo wes not markesd but it may well hawe been
taken during the trek to Sowrce Lake == depicted in the ac-
companying story. Dad is seen on the far right. |t ocours to
me that the sccommodstions are slightly b=ss than fwe-star!

continued to supply most of the volunteers. In
March of that same year Chardes M. Dole and
Roger Langley, heads of the National Ski Patraol,
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wery possible that mom sewed the bib and the Harland E=st-
wood Co. supplied it for the ewvents. it should be noted that
Mom was an excellent seamstress and the year 19440, which
was when the Harland Ezstwood Co. was ot its peak. Also
[rad =amed his membership in the National Ski Patrod in May
of 1940. The suthor remembers several large bolts of identt-
cal appe=aring canvas arcund the howse for many years after
the Harland E=stwood Co. closed. The bib, now a part of the
suthor's collection, s made of heavy canves material. The
item is doubde and hung over the contestants shoulders. One
side could be read from front and the other from the badk
[S== the Official Program =t the top right of this page for
additional details.) AF Engen won the overall title for the 4—
Event Championships competition.
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Because of the loss of his right arm, Dad was dessified as 4-F
durring World War Il
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it Uniled Slales
4-Event National Championships

for 1940
<z

Mount Bakar . . ., . Marck 1304
Snoqualmis Summii . . . March 16
Snogualmie Ski Bewl . . . March 17
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Ski jump ing was mostly a spectator sportin the earlydays. it
was not uncommon for hundreds of onloolers to stand in the
cold for hours to watch their favorite jumper compete.

paid a visit to the Seattle area. Also amiving in
Seattle at the same time were members of a Ski
Team from Portland, Oregon. Once in Seattle,
the two groups were met by a body of mountain-
eers and skiers headed by the Nafional Ski As-
sociation’s local tour-committee chairman Peter
Hostmark. The local group incduded John Eng-
lish, Allan Granstrom, Trader Home, Otto San-
ford, Ome Daiber, Herb Lonseth, Harland East
wood, Olac Ulland, Stan Borgersen, Scotty Wil-
liams and Mel Borgersen. The entire group met
first for breakfast and afterward inspected Ft.
Lewis and then to Olympia where they had lunch
with Govemor Arthur Langley, and finally on to
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This date and location ski jump photo are unknown, but the
date may be 1937 or 1938.
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DacPs good friend, Paul Glbrenth, won the 1040 Sher S

race mt it Rsinizr snd D=sd wes on hand to witness the

o o et s ot s o et ghificate of @
just belowr

the soene of the tragedy and wes on= of the first to anree, Fervine Balidy

hawever, Hall had died instantly.
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Kom was also s member of the National Ski Patrod .

These two photos were not marked with either a dote or location.
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Mt. Rainier. The details of this story were found
in a March 5, 1842, edition of The Seattle Times.

While the aride did not specify the exact details
of the meeting it may have had a lot to do with
the organization of the Tenth Mountain Division.

Because of the loss of his arm, Dad was dassi-
fied 4-F for the draft, although he wanted to vol
unteer. By the middle of 1842, Mom and Dad
were asked to serve as a volunteers for the Air-
craft Waming Senvice or AWS. This assignment
Mom and Dad would accept and will be covered

SEATTLE SKI CLUB

Eighth Annual Tournament

March 28, 1937
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&n original program from the Eghth Annaual Ski Towrnament
sponsored by the Seattle Ski Club in 1937.

Diad weas an excellent skier despite the loss of his right amm.

in a later chapter. Mis fat by the auvthor, that this
offer may have been a direct result of the break-
fast he attended with other area skiers and
mountaineers, and the fact that Dad was an ex-
cellent skier and experienced mountaineer.

=everal additional aricles were also found telling
of Dad's imvolvement in several ski jump meets
were hewas listed as baing in charge of fistaid.
Unfortunately, space does not permit me o rec-
ord all of the newspaper articles that were found
regarding Dad's participation with the Ski Patrol
and the Sno Owd Ski Club.
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