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Hey everyone – Hard to believe it’s been a year since I wrote my first article as 
division director, and what a year it has been. We’re in summer mode now: For 
some of you that means you’ve put the skis away and aren’t really thinking about 
your ski patrol life. The work however, continues! Your executive board and divi-
sion advisors/supervisors are still working hard to make this machine run smooth-
ly. It’s important to stay connected though. One way that you can do that is to join 
our monthly Safety Culture 4 All workshops. They are held on the third Tuesday 
of each month. Each month features a guest speaker and then a session focusing 
on wellness and safety. It’s a great way to stay connected, learn new skills, and 
practice your existing skills. https://www.nsp-pnwd.org/safety4all.html 

Bike patrols are in operation, which means a lot of you are thinking about your 
ski patrol life (or bike patrol life). I’m hopeful that I’ll get to come visit some of 
the patrols this summer. 

The Southern Idaho Region has been busy putting together what will be an amaz-
ing convention in Boise – August 7, 8 and 9. It’s the place to be! The registration 
deadline is July 16. You will still be able to register after that, but you’ll pay more 
and there isn’t a guarantee that you’ll get a meal. So head over to the convention 
website – https://www.pnwdcon.org/  – and register!

 I hope you are all taking care of yourselves, and each other. Happy summer, and 
I’ve been looking forward to seeing a bunch of you at Timberline for some Nuts 
and Bolts!



Page 2 Nor’Wester

The Southern Idaho Region is thrilled to be hosting this year’s PNWD Convention, and we are actively 
working to make this another wonderful event!  The convention will be held at the beautiful Riverside 
Hotel in Garden City, on the outskirts of Boise, Aug. 7-9. If you have not been to Boise in a while, you are 
in for a big surprise! Boise is a very family-friendly city, and we highly encourage you to extend your stay 
a couple of days to take advantage of all we have to offer. Garden City is also known as Craft Beverage 
Corridor. There are more wineries, cideries, and breweries per square mile in this town than anywhere else 
in Idaho, with many close to the hotel.

Registration is now available online. Convention - Home The convention schedule is still pending but we 
promise it will be posted soon. We are thrilled to announce that Chauncy Johnson, one of the ski industry’s 
strongest voices for collision prevention and founder of the Snow Angel Foundation, will be our keynote 
speaker. Check out  Our Story – Snow Angel Foundation. In addition, Dick Jacques, the national awards 
chairman, is attending and will be working with Pam and Sue.

Book your hotel directly. The phone number is on the registration page. The Riverside is a beautiful hotel 
with a large outdoor pool, and is within walking and biking distance to downtown and beyond. It is also 
right on the greenbelt: a 29-mile tree-lined pathway that follows the north and south sides of the Boise 
River through the heart of the city. The pathway will also take you to the Boise Whitewater Park for surf-
ing, swimming and paddleboarding. Check out the live wave cam here: Wave Cam — Boise Whitewater 
Park

Stay tuned for details on convention offerings. We will be offering some new sessions that we think you’ll 
really enjoy. In the meantime, here are a few links to Boise and Idaho in general and your region host’s 
websites. We highly recommend you take a trip up to Bogus Basin | Idaho Mountain Recreation Area and 
Ski Resort especially if your family is accompanying you! It’s only about a 35-mile round trip from the 
hotel. Ride the coaster, try out the adventure park, take a chair ride up and hike around. If you’re a moun-
tain biker, don’t miss the Around the Mountain Trail or the many Home | Ridge to Rivers trails close by.

More websites:

•	 https://visitidaho.org/
•	 Visit Southern Idaho | Adventure Travel Vacation (https://visitsouthidaho.com/)
•	 Boise River Greenbelt | City of Boise  
(https://www.cityofboise.org/departments/parks-and-
recreation/parks/boise-greenbelt/)
•	 Little Ski Hill (https://payettelakesskiclub.
org/pages/little-ski-hill)
•	 soldiermountain.com
•	 Magic Mountain Ski Resort - Idaho - Skiing 
& Snowboarding (magicmountainresort.com)
•	 skifergi.com - Home

If you have any questions, please contact either of us!

2026 PNWD CONVENTION UPDATE  	
tmurata3@yahoo.com

mamachinsk@gmail.com
By Thad Murata and Pam Carson,
2026 Southern Idaho Convention Chairs

Riverside Hotel
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Hello from Southern Idaho. Our ski seasons are all wrapped up.  This year was very challenging for the 
resorts and our patrols.  Hopefully next season brings colder temps and lots of snow. 

This summer, the Southern Idaho Region is hosting the PNWD Convention at The Riverside Hotel in Gar-
den City (Boise).  Please see the section in the Nor’wester for convention information.  We are planning to 
have a great event with valuable sessions, speakers, and of course fun and camaraderie. 

This is a huge undertaking and we need your help.  It takes a large team of volunteers to pull off the event.  
If you are interested in getting involved please reach out to me, rd-southernidaho@nsp-pnwd.org or Pam 
Carson, mamachinsk@gmail.com

There are many different ways to help.  We will need help with registration, setup before and during, raffle 
and silent auctions item setup, and various tasks during the convention.

I would like all patrollers to participate. If you have or have never been to a Pacific Northwest Division 
Convention, this is a great opportunity to attend and learn more about patrolling and skills from other pas-
sionate patrollers, and to network with other patrollers from the Pacific Northwest Division. To register, go 
to pnwdcon.org Register early, there is a discount for registering early!

Hopefully everyone has a great warm season.  Enjoy the outdoors, family, and friends.  Have a great sum-
mer and hope to see you at the PNWD Convention.

SOUTHERN IDAHO REGION REPORT
tmurata3@yahoo.comBy Thad Murata, Southern Idaho Region Director

The summer season is here and ramping up at the Hiawatha Trail and Silver Mountain Bike Park. This last 
season was record breaking, but not in a good way. At least a few of the ski areas had on-again-off-again 
seasons, and we all got a lot of practice in skiing in some less favorable conditions.

Unfortunately, that also left several classes 
and the Senior program in a lurch. While 
we didn’t get to have as many classes, 
clinics, and Senior finals as we wanted, 
we’re already working on making sure that 
we don’t have that same setback next year.

If anyone has an interest in any of the 
education or Senior programs, I’d like to 
know so I can make sure we find a way to 
accommodate people somewhere in the 
region. Shoot me an email (RD-InlandEm-
pire@nsp-pnwd.org) and I’ll do my best to 
make it happen next season.

INLAND EMPIRE REGION REPORT
RD-InlandEmpire@nsp-pnwd.orgBy Chase Hausman, Inland Empire Region Director

Silver Mountain Bike Park.
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hvh18mhsp@gmail.comBy heather Van Houten, Wy’east Region Director
WY’EAST REGION REPORT

As we wrap up the season and head into summer activities at Wy’east, I would like to thank all those pa-
trollers and hosts who hung in there with the season. We did accomplish a lot over this crazy season. 

Accomplishments over the 25/26 season:

•	 New alpine patrollers: 9

•	 New patrollers: 11

•	 New Nordic patrollers:  4

•	 New OEC Senior patrollers: 3

•	 OET Senior was cancelled due to the low snow year

•	 Women’s clinic:  5 participants including  alpine Patrollers, candidates, and transfer patrollers along 
with one Nordic patroller.

•	 Outdoor First Care complete: 12

•	 Avalanche awareness complete: 37

•	 Avalanche level 1 complete:  35

•	 Avalanche level 2: 2 participants

•	 Avalanche rescue day complete: 21 

•	 We sent our region/local avalanche advisor to National Avalanche school last October; she also 
completed the field session this past March in Utah. This is the first time in many years that our AVY 
advisor went to the field session.

•	 MTR class finished in May with four participants.

•	 Bike: The Timberline planned opening date was June 13. MHSP will support Timberline five days a 
week, until the end of September. 

•	 On-hill tryouts for the 26/27 season was held May 2:  This was late this year due to Skibowl not be-
ing open because of the low snowpack. It was moved to Timberline Resort. We had about 40 people try 
out. Interviews for candidates have been ongoing and invitations to join MHSP are going out. 

•	 Instructor development complete: 10

•	 New instructors:  

•	 OEC - 2

•	 OET - 2 soon to be 3, 2 new mentees in training

•	 AVY - 2 

•	 Nordic - 1

•	 New ITs:  1 OET IT and 1 OEC IT (continued p. 5)



OREGON REGION REPORT

We held a quarterly meeting April 6 with 12 people in attendance including all of our patrol directors. We 
also had key advisors for most of our departments. The end-of-season reports mentioned early closing 
dates for most of the region’s resorts. Among the shortened seasons: Mt. Bachelor closed April 19 and the 
Pole, Pedal, Paddle course was modified to eliminate skiing and add more running; Santiam Pass closed 
mid-March; Mt. Ashland was closed for much of the season but managed to hold the Bavarian Night event 
with fireworks and raise $17,000; and Willamette Pass had minimal open terrain and closed early.

Among other topics at the meeting: 

•	 The treasurer’s report had us maintain our small budget due to very few requests for reimbursements. 

•	 OET Seniors was canceled this season, with the hope that Mt. Bachelor will host the final event next 
season.

•	 The OEC Seniors was scheduled for April at Timberline for three candidates.

•	 Kathy Alexander discussed the level 1 and 2 MTR classes and will be in touch with patrol directors 
about next season’s courses. 

•	 The Nordic Senior Masters Final event was scheduled at Anthony Lakes at the end of April.

•	 There was a technology discussion with Lina Beltz and Vincent Zmach, both of Mt. Bachelor, about 
the development of the website and getting everyone set up for access to Google Groups and other 
apps. We use this at Mt. Bachelor for scheduling, calendar, communications and document storage.

•	 There was a discussion about charging mountain hosts the same dues as all patrollers. In another 
mountain host issue, there was concern that Mt. Bachelor still has 80 to 85 hosts who are not OFC 
trained.

•	 Patrol directors suggested the registrations for patrols now be “opt-in” to simplify processes. 

ebrittingham@mtbachelornsp.orgBy Eric C. Brittingham, Oregon Region Director 
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WY’EAST REGION REPORT – continued
Wy’east Region Nuts & Bolts 2025: 115 participants from all over the U.S., with 11+ OET instructors 
from outside our division and over 20 from within. 

Wy’east Region Nuts & Bolts Clinic (June 5, 6, 7, 2026): We had 116 participants registered. We had 
about 39 members of MHSP scheduled to participate this year, which is the largest number we have had 
participate in quite a few years! The committee would like to thank all those near and far who help make 
this a destination event a great learning environment with a lot of team building and camaraderie. 

Wy’east Region 2027 Convention: We are working to find a location and planning the logistics regarding 
how much help is needed to manage the event. MHSP members, if you are interested in helping with coor-
dinating and planning, please reach out to me.

Best wishes, be safe and have a fun summer!
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REGISTRAR’S REPORT
registrar@nsp-pnwd.orgBy Steve Barnett, PNWD Registrar

 Registration Summary for 2025-26 

We currently have a total of 2,276 patrollers in our division: 2,064 returning patrollers, 37 transfers, and 
175 candidates (who may be freshly minted patrollers by now).  This represents an increase of 65 patrol-
lers (approximately 3%) from the same time last year. The current breakdown is as follows:

REGION RETURNING TRANSFERS NEW TOTAL
INLAND EMPIRE 458 7 40 505
NORTHWEST 783 9 39 831
OREGON 270 3 25 298
SOUTHERN IDAHO 307 10 35 352
WY’EAST 244 8 36 288
PNWD ADMIN 2 0 0 2
TOTALS 2064 37 175 2276

We also have a total of 174 hosts, and 138 members of Canadian affiliate groups who are registered with 
NSP. 

Spring candidates:

There may be some additional patrollers or candidates to add to these totals over the next few weeks. As a 
reminder, patrols that bring on new candidates or transfers late in the season and have them in training in 
any manner must do an additional dues submittal for region and division dues. The dues must be submitted 
by June 30.

Late NSP dues:

If you are a patroller temporarily not patrolling and didn’t pay your NSP dues, you are “suspended” in 
the NSP system and should not be on the hill patrolling and can’t register for classes.  If not paid by June 
30, you will be subject to a $20.00 late fee.  Your last chance to pay is December 31, after which you are 
removed from the membership. If you come back at a later date, your years of service will reset to zero.

The summer season is here and ramping up at bike parks across the division! If you’ve never heard of the 
bike program, it takes skills from OEC and patrolling in the winter, and applies them in them in a biking 
environment. That could be a ski area’s downhill bike park, a historic rail-trail, or even an urban/suburban 
environment.

The PNWD has one full, standalone bike unit at the Hiawatha Trail, and several other bike parks and areas 
where patrollers use their first responder skills in a totally different set of conditions and environment.

If you want to learn more about the bike program, I’d be happy to talk more about it at the June 16 Safety 
Culture 4 All session, or you can email me at bikepatrol@nsp-pnwd.org.

BIKE PROGRAM
RD-InlandEmpire@nsp-pnwd.orgBy Chase Hausman, Inland Empire Region Director
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(continued p. 8)

Is there a proper term to describe a skier who walks or runs on thin skis?  Is it skinny skiing? Cross-coun-
try skiing? Nordic skiing? Alpine touring? Telemark skiing? All of these are variations of Nordic skiing. 
And all these types share one thing: free heels.

The origin of both Nordic skiing and alpine skiing goes back 7,000 years and is traced to Scandinavia. For 
most of those years, the only type of skiing was Nordic. There is early evidence of skiing in the rock paint-
ings found in Norway which date back 4,000 to 5,000 years. The paintings depict figures on skis showing 
that skiing was a very important part of life for ancient people living in snowy areas. Nordic skiing was es-
sential for hunting, transportation, communication and fighting off invaders. Skis allowed people to move 
fast over snow-covered landscapes. When ski poles came along, they provided balance and propulsion 
which resulted in even faster speeds.

Although ancient skiers had various methods of attaching their shoes to their skis, it wasn’t until the 1800s 
when the invention of the cambered ski in the Telemark region of Norway pushed the evolution of the 
cross-country ski to the forefront. By changing a flat ski to one with an arc in the middle, the weight of 
the skier was distributed more evenly across the surface allowing for a more maneuverable ski with better 
shock absorption. By the late 1800s the process of laminating thin layers of wood led to even lighter and 
stronger skis.

After the cambered ski and ski laminations evolved, there were changes in attaching the ski to the boot. 

HISTORY
shirleycu@msn.comBy Shirley Cummings, PNWD Historian

In the 18th century, military skiing contests emerged in Scandinavia where soldiers competed in navigation and marksmanship on snow. 
Photo courtusey of Wildlife Tours.
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HISTORY – continued
One method used a three-point pin system to fix the front of the ski boot to the ski. Another invention used 
a leather strap over the top of the boot toe and a second strap that would wrap around the back of the ankle 
to the other side of the boot. In post-World War II days, people could not get bindings or ski boots. One 
guy used a “door hinge binding.” He screwed one side of the hinge to the ski with the bolt at the front. The 
other side was screwed to the sole under the toes; that way the heel could rise with each step. However, to 
take the boot out of the binding, the pin that held the hinge together had to be removed.

Cross-country is the most popular type of Nordic skiing. As opposed to alpine skiers, cross-country ski-
ers, especially those without metal edges on their skis, avoid going downhill. They seek long stretches 
of flat terrain or elongated hills. Most cross-country skiers ski on groomed trails and are called classic 
cross-country skiers. Another category, skate skiers, also ski on a special groomed track but their speeds 
are usually faster, and their gliding movements are similar to ice skating. It is very important that everyone 
using the Nordic trails knows and follows the rule that only other skate skiers should ski on the skate track.   
A third category of cross-country skiers is the light touring cross-country group who ski off piste in the 
backcountry.

Alpine touring is also a type of Nordic skiing. These skiers usually explore remote backcountry areas.   
Alpine touring skis are harder and stronger but are lighter than standard cross-country skis. They are very 
popular among mountaineers.

An additional category, telemark skiing (named after the Telemark region of Norway), is my favorite 
(to watch, not to do!)  One might think that this category belongs to a downhill alpine classification. But 
telemark skis have a free heel so they qualify as Nordic; some people think telemark skiing should be 
classified as both alpine and Nordic. Scott McKinley, an alpine patroller and past Hyak patrol director, is 
a free-heeler and one of the very best skiers on our mountain. Scott glides down the most difficult double-
black diamond runs, conquering the steep or deep or thick ice. On all terrain, Scott uses his free-heeling 
and makes beautiful, sweeping, graceful turns. Beauty in motion and fun to watch.

Although my ski area has 55 kilometers of Nordic trails, I am not a Nordic skier. I have only been out 
Nordic skiing once. That was the day two of my Nordic patrol friends persuaded me to go out for a “Nor-
dic experience.” Compared to their huge 
patrol backpacks, my pack was smaller but 
still heavy. They helped me fill it with extra 
clothes, water, food and all of my first aid 
pack. The ski area Nordic rental shop loaned 
me skis and boots (very comfortable com-
pared to my alpine ski boots). And out we 
went. The weather was sunny; we had a fun 
lunch and a great time. However, decades of 
skiing downhill did not prepare me for going 
downhill without metal edges. It was a chal-
lenge the whole way down. If you haven’t 
tried Nordic skiing, give it a chance someday. 
The scenery is beautiful and it is a fun time. 
All this reminds me that I want to try Nordic 
skiing again. 

This photograph, titled “Old Time Skiing Worlds Largest Ski”, depicts six 
women sharing a single long ski during a 1940s winter carnival.
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(continued p. 10)

NORDIC/BACKCOUNTRY REPORT Eric: EricSgeisler@Yahoo.com
Matt: syntereo@gmail.comBy Eric Geisler and Matt Strauser PNWD Nordic 

program supervisor and ast. superviser

The Nordic/Backcountry program completed 
the mentoring of four new program instructors 
through continued outreach to the various Nordic 
patrols and our current instructor cadre, both ac-
tive and alumni.

This year there were four regional clinics planned 
to be headed up by Eric Geisler, Matt Strauser 
and local Nordic instructors and instructor can-
didates.  Only three of these were actually held.  
A fourth clinic at Mt. Rainier did not happen as 
planned and will be moved to next year:

1.	 White Pass

2.	 Wy’east – Tea Cup Nordic

3.	 Willamette Pass Backcountry

Each clinic provided an opportunity for Senior Nordic can-
didates, basic Nordic patrollers, Alpine patrollers and other 
interested parties to learn and improve their Nordic skills, 
but the Nordic skiing portions were hampered by lack of 
snow.  A separate clinic was provided for a Nordic Master 
candidate at Santiam Pass March 15-18 with four of their 
instructors involved in the planning and execution.  

There was no request for a Nordic Senior skills evalua-
tion in the division for spring 2026, but we will continue to 
encourage those interested in the Nordic Senior and Nordic 
Master programs to apply early next season.  There was one 
candidate for the Nordic Masters from the PNWD this year, 
and a Nordic Master evaluation was held on April 24-26 at 
Anthony Lakes, Oregon.

This year the Nordic refresher was Cycle C (same as OEC).  
Most areas with a Nordic patrol were able to conduct the 
refresher and adapt it to suit their needs (like OET).  Ar-
eas without a Nordic instructor likely did not complete the 
refresher as required. The refresher format for next season 
will be quite different so come to convention to find out 
how to scale the event to your patrol’s needs.

Registration of Nordic patrols with a separate NSP number is 

Mt. Hood Tea Cup ropes practice in March. Photo by Matt Strauser.

Fire building with Keith during Nordic Master practice 
at Santiam Pass. Photo by Larry Davis.
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(continued p. )

NORDIC/BACKCOUNTRY REPORT – continued

still a priority for the program.  Mt. Bachelor and Mt. Spokane have successfully registered their Nordic 
patrols.  This leaves Santiam Pass, Snoqualmie Pass (Hyak & Central), and White pass yet to get regis-
tered.  

Goals for 2026-27

The Nordic program, in cooperation with Avalanche and MTR, are planning a three-discipline instructor 
event (AMN) for October 16-18 at Teacup Nordic Cabin near Mount Hood Meadows to have a weekend 
of instructor continuing education.  There will be registration available by the convention and pre-work 
available in late August to be completed before the event.  The event will be outdoor-centric and we en-
courage all instructors to attend. Others who wish to join the session should contact Eric Geisler or Matt 
Strausser at or before the August convention.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the division convention August 7-9 in Boise.  We will be planning 
for the 2026-27 season clinics.  The tentative plan is to hold clinics in the following locations next season, 

Nordic Master exam ski tour in April. Photo by Matt Strauser.
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NORDIC/BACKCOUNTRY REPORT – continued
so bring your preferred dates to the convention:

•	 Hoodoo – Santiam Pass
•	 Mt. Rainier
•	 Mount Spokane
•	 Bear Basin – McCall

As usual we will concentrate on Nordic skills one day and Nordic ski enhancement on the other day.  Clin-
ics are open to everyone and we will tailor clinics or portions of them for Senior or Nordic Master candi-
dates as needed.

It would be really nice to have some Senior candidates this year from the program, and we would like to 
coordinate a Senior evaluation.  There is also the potential to host another Nordic Master field session in 
2027.  We would welcome Senior patrollers to apply for this event and others to come to provide support 
to the event – it takes about 15 to 20 people to pull it off.

We need more Nordic instructors across the division particularly at Mt. Bachelor, Mt. Rainier, White Pass, 
and Cascade Backcountry.  If you have strong skills in Avalanche, MTR and skiing please consider becom-
ing an instructor for your area.  Come to the convention and talk to Eric or Matt. 

The Nordic Master team. Photo by Matt Strauser.
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This time of the year is a bit slower for me, trying to catch my breath from the busy ski season. 

Kathy Lee and I are planning on doing another T/E (Trainer Evaluator) clinic for the Senior Program 
(OEC MSP) at the convention in Boise. The class will be on Friday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  This class is 
for you if you are a current T/E and want to refresh, or if you want to journey down the road and look into 
being a T/E for the Senior Program.  As a T/E in good standing, you need to take a class every three years 
to be current and be able to train, teach and evaluate Senior candidates.

There is more to being a T/E than just this class, as you will need to be mentored and signed off if you are 
new. Even though you may have passed your Senior OEC portion, this does not mean you are able to train, 
teach or evaluate Senior candidates, as there is a process which needs to be completed. This ensures all 
T/E’s are teaching and training to the standard of NSP.  This also ensures you are working in the current 
NSP program. Overall, this takes about a year to complete. This will be a credited class. More details will 
follow for signing up for the class and being able to get credit for this course with NSP.

We will also be having a class on Saturday for OEC. We will go over any concerns about refreshers, navi-
gation or anything you may want to learn more about. 

Currently, I am working on a big project for NSP for the Senior program. I am on two committees;  one 
that I am in charge of and another 
that works with all different elements 
of the Senior program (OET, Nordic, 
Bike, etc.). So this is keeping me 
busy, but it has been very enjoyable. 
I am also learning a lot of history, 
and what people are wanting for our 
Senior program to be successful and 
engaging.

All the delinquencies for OEC re-
freshers and the names of people 
who have completed their missing 
elements have been turned in to the 
NSP office. The office is updating the 
records.  So hopefully, our division is 
as up-to-date as possible. I’m keeping 
my fingers crossed.

Some of you may be getting involved 
with Bike Patrol over the summer. 
This is a fun way to keep up your 
medical skills and continue to meet 
enjoyable people. I hope everyone 
has a wonderful summer, and if you 
are at the convention, see you there.

oecadvisor@nsp-pnwd.orgBy Marianne Becker, PNWD OEC Supervisor
OEC REPORT
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We are fresh off three days at Mt. Hood for their annual Nuts & 
Bolts clinic. It was another outstanding showing of patrollers look-
ing to network, share, and sharpen their skills.

Women’s Program TTW and OET sessions were held, with patrol-
lers from the PNWD as well as the Alaska, Central, Eastern, Far 
East, Intermountain, and Northern divisions.

One event was a roundtable discussion led by National Women’s 
Program Director Kristen Russo. This was an open topic discus-
sion that included both male and female patrollers. Topics in-
cluded the new leadership development track in the NSP 
learning center; the mentoring program; and increasing 
the percentage of female instructors, particularly in MTR 
and Avy.

Other discussions touched on communication and sup-
port from both the national and grassroots levels; building 
social media engagement; how competence builds confi-
dence; the importance of continuing to show up; and the 
need to share the skills and knowledge we learn at events/
clinics with our individual patrols. 

WOMEN’S PROGRAM
sallyseelye@gmail.comBy Salley Seelye, PNWD Advisor

Kristen Russo
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SKI FLIGHT
sallyseelye@gmail.comBy Salley Seelye, PNWD Advisor

This year’s trip to Japan (Hokkaido, Niseko, Rusutsu) was a great time. While we didn’t have the epic Ja-
pan POW that we were expecting, the snow was still great – and so were the people. My favorite part? The 
lifties bow to you when you get off the chairlift! 

Planning for 2027 is still underway. Andiamo a sciare 
nelle Dolomiti! (Let’s go skiing in the Dolomites!

Text or email if you would like trip information once it’s 
available. 

Sally Seelye

sallyseelye@gmail.com

253-468-0725
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Preparing for stronger seasons ahead

Winter and summer may be seasonal. Service, preparedness, and teamwork are not. The best seasons are 
built during the off-season.

The Pacific Northwest closed out a challenging low-snow season, and it’s worth remembering that prepa-
ration doesn’t end as seasons change. While reduced snowpack may have limited opportunities on the hill, 
it also provides an opportunity to focus on fitness, training, wellness, and building an even stronger patrol 
community. Strong patrols are built through shared experiences, service, and commitment – not simply by 
the number of days spent in your area!

Summer is the perfect time to stay active, recharge, and continue developing the skills that support safe 
and effective patrol operations. Whether through hiking, biking, strength training, bike patrol, community 
events, or continuing education including our upcoming convention in August, every effort contributes to 
readiness for the next season. As you enjoy the summer months, consider this question: How can I return 
next season better prepared and more involved than I was for last season?

Bike patrol and trail stewardship programs also offer valuable opportunities to continue our mission of 
safety, service, and guest education while keeping emergency response and teamwork skills sharp. What 
are your plans for this summer to do so? Let’s share with others, grab some friends and do something!

Looking ahead: Whether your goal is improving fitness, expanding medical knowledge, participating in 
bike patrol, mentoring others, or taking on a greater role within the patrol, every step helps strengthen our 
team.

Staying connected is very important. Strong patrols are built on communication, trust, and mutual support. 
No one succeeds alone, and every member has something valuable to contribute. Reach out to fellow pa-
trollers, mentor newer members, support training opportunities, and consider becoming more involved in 
patrol activities and leadership. Make contacts in person or with phone calls, emails, etc. Have the willing-
ness to both give help and ask for help when needed.

Consider learning and doing more of safety and wellness education for everyone; in person or by social 
media. Coordinate with your area or other patrols. Let’s connect!

Safety, wellness service, and teamwork are year-round commitments. Patrolling is not just what we do dur-
ing a season; it’s who we are throughout the year. Let’s use this summer to turn the lessons of a low-snow 
year into the foundation for an even stronger season ahead.

•	 https://www.nsp-pnwd.org/safety-information.html
•	 https://www.nsp-pnwd.org/safety4all.html
•	 https://www.nsp-pnwd.org/emergent-stress-awareness-resources.html

PATROLLER WELLNESS AND SAFETY REPORT
jodie.jeffers@nsp-pnwd.orgBy Jodie Jeffers, Patroller Wellness Advisor
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AWARDS ADVISOR REPORT
Pam:  mamachinsk@hotmail.com
Sue: susanbaker7780@gmail.com

By Sue Baker and Pam Carson, PNWD Awards co-chairs

It’s been a busy couple of months for your awards advisors. The 2025 Outstanding Division winner’s nom-
inations were updated and sent off to compete at the national level. This year was more difficult, as last 
year’s division winners competed with this year’s for the national award. PNWD had been a year behind, 
putting the prior year’s division winners up for national awards a year later. This required their patrols to 
essentially rewrite/update the nomination a second year, and often disqualified patrollers who had changed 
positions (no longer patrol directors) or aged out of the Outstanding Young Patroller category. This effort 
aligns us with the timing of every other division.

 A huge thank you to those awards advisors and team members who worked extremely hard to update all 
the nominations including transferring everything onto the newest forms. We know it takes a lot of time 
and effort, and we really appreciate all you did. The deadline for submission for national consideration was 
June 1.

A total of 21 patrol and patroller Outstanding Awards are available at the division and national level. This 
year the PNWD will award them in only 13 categories because of low submissions. If your resort has NSP 
bike or host programs, please consider nominating these patrols and patrollers. This year we did not get 
an “Outstanding Patroller” nomination (formerly auxiliary). A little recognition goes a long way to boost 
patrol morale. A vigorous patrol awards program can be fun and motivating.

A big clap for all who have returned perpetual plaques. We have all but one, and we at least know who had 
it last.

We continue to receive worthy and amazing Merit Star nominations from across the division. Thank you 
to everyone who has written up these exceptional efforts! Merit Star nominations can be submitted at any 
time, including for events that have occurred within the last few years, but Merit Stars can take a bit more 
time to process. If you have a specific presentation date in mind, be sure to allow extra time for review and 
approval.

 In addition to Merit Stars, we are also receiving and processing nominations for National Appointments, 
Meritorious Service Awards, Distinguished Service Awards and Patroller Crosses. There are no deadlines 
for these but please get them to us ASAP if you want them to be presented at the 2026 convention.

In Memoriam – help us honor their legacy. We will once again present the In Memoriam slideshow at 
the convention on Saturday night. If your patrol has lost a member since August of last year, or if you’ve 
discovered someone who has not been previously recognized, please notify Pam as soon as possible. 
Please send one or two photos, their obituary, and any information about their NSP service (patrol affilia-
tion, years of service, leadership roles, appointments, etc.)

Our goal is to make the awards process easier for everyone. Your feedback will help us tailor the session to 
better meet your needs Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. If we don’t know the an-
swers, we will do our best to get them! Send nominations including DSA/MSA/NA for Inland Empire and 
Northwest Region to Sue Baker at susanbaker7780@gmail.com. Send nominations including DSA/MSA/
NA for Southern Idaho, Oregon, and Wy’East to Pam Carson at mamachinsk@hotmail.com.



Page 17 Nor’Wester

The National Ski Patrol and its Mountain Travel and Rescue Committee are in the process of moving the 
MTR training curriculum to the Learning Management System (LMS) through the learning center on the 
national website.

This process began in early September of 2025. NSP Education Director Maddie Miller is leading the 
committee in the process.  The conversion of the MTR training program to the LMS system is progressing 
with hopes that MTR 1 will be ready to go for our 2026-2027 season.

We can expect that the LMS version of MTR will be set up like the OEC training format. The committee 
is reviewing the course content, resources, and other aspects of the curriculum to meet the current expec-
tations of our patrol and search and rescue communities. One advantage of this curriculum being in our 
system is that NSP will have more ability to update to current industry requirements.

These proposed resources, approved in recent MTR changes, should still be good for use in conjunction 
with the LMS-based program.

We will have enough of the new LMS online portion ready and available for a brief introduction at our 
August convention MTR meeting.

MTR ADVISOR REPORT
spotter67@frontier.comBy Steve Potter, MTR Advisor 



The National Ski Patrol (NSP) is a Federally Chartered non-profit membership 
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ducts training events to supplement training provided by the ski areas. This coop-
erative effort ensures that members are serving the needs of area management 
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