
Avalanche Session
New instructor spreadsheet- We have a new way to track people wanting to 
become instructors. See Avalanche Program page on nsp.org. They click the 
link and fill out the form.  
Continuing Ed. SAWs, ISSW papers / presentations – Following is a list of 
current SAWs. See AAA.org for updates. Remember besides formal ICE 
classes IOR can also conduct literature reviews of ISSW papers and make class 
content or reports.



Current SAW Schedule, See AAA.org 
• October 7-8, 2022 - Four Corners Snow and Avalanche Workshop — Silverton, CO
• October 13-14, 2022 - Colorado Snow & Avalanche Workshop — Breckenridge, CO
• October 16, 2022 - Northwest Snow & Avalanche Workshop - North Bend, WA
• October 21-22, 2022 - Wyoming Snow & Avalanche Workshop — Jackson, WY
• October 26, 2022 - Montana State University Snow and Avalanche Workshop — Bozeman, MT
• November 2, 7, and 9, 2022 - Utah Snow & Avalanche Workshop — Sandy, UT
• November 4, 2022 - South Central Alaska Avalanche Workshop — Anchorage, AK
• November 11-12 - Northern Rockies Snow & Avalanche Workshop — Whitefish, MT
• November 12, 2022 - Bend Snow and Avalanche Workshop — Bend, OR
• Spring 2023 - Sawtooth Avalanche Center Professional Development Seminar — Ketchum, ID
• Date TBD - California Snow & Avalanche Workshop - Location TBD





Avalanche Terrain Evaluation Scale (ATES)

• Discussion of who is using, how, and experiences with ATES
• If you do not use ATES, please do research on it. Very good tool to 

help students evaluate terrain. 
• With regard to Level 1, the IOR can decide if they want to present the 

“public” version or the “technical” version. 



Avalanche Terrain Evaluation Scale





Regional Data:
Avalanche Hazard/Danger Forecast









Why Evaluate Avalanche Types?

• Often contains information about terrain, likelihood and size
• Provides a filter as to future decisions:

• Some types propagate more, thus impacting terrain selection and travel
• Some types are in high elevation, again selecting travel 
• Deep slabs vs. storm slabs, implies size and consequences
• Different explosive placements 
• What observations are most relevant for our problem type?
• What testing?

• Several types may exist- what is most concerning? 





Location- In what terrain is the problem 
found?
• We have historically done a good job around identifying avalanche 

terrain, terrain traps, and how weather, aspect, elevation play a role
• Adding the focus of a problem type lets us  better focus on terrain 

selection and avoidance. 

This is starting to make more “answerable” questions when trip 
planning. 





Likelihood: two parts Independent of each other

• Sensitivity to Triggering
• Unreactive to touchy – Four level scale (see the paper)

• Spatial Distribution
• Some problem types are easy to find evidence on, some are very isolated
• Isolated to widespread (see the paper)

Again- these will easily filter into trip planning and provide informed decisions





Destructive Size

• Avalanche problem type
• Terrain type (ATES)
• Snowpack depth

All factors that can impact size (D-scale)
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