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By Frank Rossi 
Regional MTR Advisor 

 

Patrollers from three Summit at Snoqual-

mie areas collaborated in the successful 

rescue effort in a snow cave collapse lo-

cated about two miles up Denny Creek, 

Exit 47 I-90, Snoqualmie Pass. 

Responding units on site and others units 

at base operations included:   

 

Eastside Fire ,  Snoqualmie Pass Fire  

(includes 3 Alpental Pro Patrol), North 

Bend Fire, USFS  (one a former ski pa-

troller), King Country Sheriff, King 

County Search and Rescue,  Seattle 

Mountain Rescue (SMR) , Explorer 

Search and Rescue (ESAR), King Co. 

Search Dogs, USN Whidbey Island and  

Rescue Blackhawk Helicopter. 

The Ski Patrol Rescue Team (SPART) in-

cluded:   Doug Burchard  Summit Central 

 Perry Turner, Summit Central ,Frank Rossi, 

Summit East, Randy Riggs, Summit East 

Summit at Snoqualmie Ski Patrollers 
Instrumental in Successful Snow Cave Rescue 
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This rescue was successful because the Fire 

Department brought chainsaws thing the 

would need to cut timber for shoring.  The 

chainsaw were needed to cut the ice into 

moveable blocks. 

The boys were lucky in many ways. They 

were not killed. They survived in spite of  

being flattened under the ice for at least five 

hours. They were dug out before more ice 

collapsed on the site - eight minutes after 

last boy was extracted and rescue personnel. 

cleared from the site. The Rescue Helicopter 

for USN Whidbey was able to lift both be-

One of the patients packaged and readied 
for airlift  after extrication. (Photos by F. 
Rossi) 

Rescuers presciently brought chain saws 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƛŎŜ άŎǳōŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΦ 

Patient number two  placed in the litter to 
be hosited to the Blackhawk. 


