
 

Page 1       Norõwester 

Patt Kelly-Pollet 

Norôwester Editor 

 
Who would have ever thought there could 

be too much snow? And yet, courtesy of 

the weather system known as ñLa Ninaò 

we are closing on record snowfall and 

Pass closures. As forecasterôs struggled to 

put out the latest information for travelers 

and snow enthusiasts, one of our division 

patrollerôs email signature sums it up 

nicely : ñI wonder if it will snow tonightò 

Snoopy 

Ski Areas all over the Pacific Northwest 

Division were effected by the closing of 

mountain passes including I-90 Snoqualmie 

Pass, US 12 White Pass and US 2 Stevens 

Pass in early February. This is the first time 

in a decade that all three Passes have been 

closed at the same time. 

Aggressive work by the WSDOT allowed 

eastbound and westbound Interstate 90 

across Snoqualmie Pass to open to traffic 

about 12:15 a.m. Sunday, February 10, 

after being closed since Thursday due to 

heavy wet snow on the roadway brought 

down by avalanche control work. Crews 

on Snoqualmie Pass cleared massive 

amounts of snow during nearly 20 hours 

of avalanche control work between Friday 

morning and Saturday morning. Work 

continued throughout Saturday to remove 

snow from the roadway and uncover 

drains to allow standing water to drain. 

The Summit opened for business Sunday 

morning. 

So far this winter, Snoqualmie Pass has 

received 378 inches of snow ï 72 inches 

just this month, and if it continues to 

snow, the number will exceed last yearôs 

total of 389 inches.  

Stevenôs Pass has faired similarly with 

432ò thus far and 140ò base like Snoqual-

mieôs.  The backside has been closed  

until further notice due to the high level 

of dangerous of avalanche conditions. 

Mount Baker Highway reopened around 

6:30 a.m. Sunday. Avalanche danger had 

closed the road east of Glacier on Friday 

night. 

Winter Wallop ô08  Creates Too Much Snow & 
ñImpassableò Cascade Mountain Crossings  
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 It isnôt only skiers and riders that are hav-
ing issues getting across the Passes. White 

Pass, closed to the public, saw this trucker 

experience a candidate for ñWorst Work 

Day Everò. He got out of his truck to chain 

up and had a snow-laden tree crush his rig. 

I do indeed ñwonder if it will snow tonight.ò 

The Stevens Pass closure began with a 

snow slide about ten miles east of the sum-

mit in an avalanche zone that hasn t been 

active since the 1970 s. Pictured is one 

that hit near Tunnel Creek.  

A worker at Snoqualmie Pass prepares demo-

lition for avalanche control.  


